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North coast’s biggest garage sale day
Everyone loves finding a bargain at a garage sale. It’s a great Aussie tradition with all sorts of treasures to be found. But did you realise it’s also good for the environment? With millions of tonnes of waste being sent to landfill by Australian households each year, the humble garage sale is an easy way to reuse and recycle pre-loved goods.

Second Hand Saturday is the biggest coordinated garage sale day on the north coast. This year it will be held across the 7 Council areas over two big weekends: Saturday 19th and Saturday 26th November.  With double the opportunity to hold a garage sale or shop at one, it is anticipated this year’s event will have a great turn-out!  

Karen Hodder from Mullumbimby is a veteran of the Second Hand Saturday event. “I’ve participated every year for as long as I can remember, and I have a great time. I find it a very successful day and sell lots of stuff, as well as giving away from my for-free pile,” Karen said. “This year I’ve been flood affected, so I need to get rid of extra clutter that I no longer have space for – as the things I managed to salvage from the downstairs area, had to be moved upstairs.” 

When asked what special items she will have for sale, Karen said, “I will have lots of clothes on offer. I specialise in vintage and natural fibres – like cottons, silks and linen.”
Linda Tohver, Education Coordinator with North East Waste, is one of the team coordinating this year’s event. Linda is inviting people to get involved in this year’s event by registering to hold a garage sale, or shopping at one of the hundreds that will be on offer. "The aim of Second Hand Saturday is to encourage people to participate in reuse and recycling activities and highlight the benefits of reuse over landfill.”
“Every year we have people from across the region join in Second Hand Saturday, from those who have never held a garage sale before to those who are garage sale experts. Maybe you need to raise money for your sports club or for a charity close to your heart. Holding a garage sale is a great to way to promote your cause while raising some funds and reducing landfill,” says Linda.
“We’ve also had neighbours get together for street sales, while others have run a ‘free’ garage sale or even a ‘pay what you think its worth’. It’s up to your imagination really. We love seeing the kids get involved with their parents by holding a garage sale or as a shopper. It’s a fun way to teach the kids about reuse and recycling,” says Linda.  

Registrations to hold a garage sale on Second Hand Saturday close Friday 11th November and can be done through the website: www.secondhandsaturday.com.au or by ringing Council. All the garage sales across the region will go live on the website and the app the week of the 19th November. You can also follow Second Hand Saturday on Facebook. 
ENDS
Social media links: www.facebook.com/mysecondhandsaturday
Breakout box:

Five reasons to hold a garage sale

· Make some pre-Xmas cash – garage sales are a great way to make some extra money 
· Donate to charity – why not donate some or all of your profits to charity
· A second life – give your goods a second life and divert them from landfill 
· Be eco-cool – teach the kids about the eco benefits of second hand treasures
· Meet the neighbours – hold a street garage sale and create a fun community vibe 
 PHOTO Caption: Karen Hodder, local Mullumbimby resident, will be holding a garage sale on Second Hand Saturday. 
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